
Q AMDG’s Modern Michigan Home is a jewel in your 
residential portfolio. Why do you feel this project embodies 

AMDG’s residential design philosophy and core values?

A Our mission is to use our gifts and talents to serve others. 
That means we start by deeply understanding our clients—

their aspirations, needs, and ideas—and then putting form to 
that. One of our core principles is design and technical coherence: 
making sure the architectural idea is reinforced by technical 
detailing. Our team has strong technical skills. On this project, 
we introduced natural light from two sides of many spaces by 
running glass into the corners. That creates a more panoramic 
interior experience—but technically, it’s challenging.

Q  What did the clients bring to this project, and how did 
their needs and desires influence the final design?

A They brought trust, first and foremost. But more specifically, 
they had a strong sensitivity to nuances of natural light 

and a deep appreciation for art. They had built relationships 
with artists and commissioned a few key pieces, so part of our 
job was to design spaces that would celebrate those works. They 
also brought a conviction about building lightly on the land. The 
site is covered with mature pines, and they wanted to respect the 
topography and preserve as many trees as possible.

Q How did the site influence your design decisions?

A Natural contours and tree cover drove a lot of decisions. 
For example, we stepped the living space down from the 

entry to follow the slope of the land. Less excavation preserved 
more trees. It also allowed us to create a more dramatic interior 
sequence, with the steps acting as a transition from entry to 
living while preserving openness.

Q How did you help the clients decide where to focus 
their time, budget, and attention?

A We help clients define their intentions. One client pointed 
out that he entered the home through the garage every 

day—and that the transition space should be as composed as the 
front entry. So we designed it that way, with thoughtful detailing 
and hidden storage. We also have conversations about spending 
wisely. In this project, the clients chose to focus on quality and 
detail in the main living spaces, forgoing a full finished basement.

Q How does AMDG approach sustainability 
in residential design?

A Good design is inherently about stewarding resources. 
While we’ve worked on many LEED-certified projects, 

certification isn’t always the goal—it’s more about taking a 
comprehensive view. That includes sourcing durable, appropriate 
materials with long life cycles, creating healthy indoor 
environments, and designing for long-term comfort and energy 
performance. In this home, we focused on passive strategies like 
maximizing daylight, preserving the site’s natural shading, and 
reducing the home’s impact on the land. Even elements like 
preserving compelling views can be considered sustainable if 
they contribute to health and happiness.

Q  Would you say there’s an identifiable 
“AMDG signature” in this project?

A We don’t impose a style, but I’d say we do have a signature—
and that’s our process. It’s about listening closely, 

understanding the client deeply, and giving form to their values. 
Any aesthetic that emerges comes from that foundation. If there’s 
a throughline across our work, it’s the care and intentionality we 
bring to the design process—not a predetermined style.
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OUR VISION BEGINS WITH YOURS. 


